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for centuries, was replaced in 1898 by the
American Rule. Under the Spanish rule it
was a small town which was enclosd by a
lofty wall. The churches and the government
buildings, which still remain standing, remind
the people of the tyranny of their Spanish
masters. Then the population of the town
was only a few thousands. The present city
has sprung up outside the wall and its roads
are wide and metalled and contain many huge
buildings on either sides. The principal
business street in the city is the Bscolta
where are found banks, cinema-houses and
big shops, most of which are owned by the
foreigners. This place remains always crowded
with the people of various nationalities clad
in different fashionable costumes which
attract visitors' eyes.
The city is divided into two parts by a
small river which looks like a canal- For
communication in the city there are trams,
motor taxis and calesas. A calesa is a two
wheeled cart drawn by a horse. The taxi
fare is very cheap. It requires only five centavos
to travel over a distance of about half a mile.
It is the biggest educational centre in Philippine
and so here are found hundreds of foreign